cannot be mastered by reading books and studying diagrams however good; we should not have to judge a book by the extent to which it can replace study of anatomical specimens. Reality dictates that most Fellowship candidates, to whom this book is directed, will have limited access to an anatomy museum. As an alternative, this book is good. In the best of all possible worlds, this book would be used to direct the candidates' study within an anatomy museum. Then it would be excellent.
M. E. JONES Flinders Medical Centre Bedford Park, South Australia Preoperative Haematological and Blood Transfusion Assessment, J. P. Isbister; Williams & Wilkins; 43 Herbert Street, Artarmon, N.S.W. 2064; $32.00; pp. 232; 240 X 165. This small book sets out to provide a practical guide to perioperative haematological and blood transfusion assessment for surgeons and a'naesthetists. It has a particular emphasis on preoperative aspects important to safety and the reduction of operative risk. Much of the discussion is of a general nature with basic haematology knowledge being frequently assumed and detailed information kept to a minimum. It has a problemoriented approach with numerous diagrams and flow charts to illustrate the text, and includes a list of common pitfalls in management in each chapter. No references are provided and I found the index somewhat inadequate.
The best chapters are on the haemostatic system and blood component therapy. Sections on the identification and laboratory investigation of the haemostatic disorders are excellent, however the overview of normal haemostasis is very brief. The use of synthetic plasma substi tutes or crystalloid as alternatives to SPPS in minimising blood transfusion during surgery receives little attention, and intraoperative scavenging of blood is not included. Other chapters deal with haematological aspects of oxygen transport, venous thromboembolism, host defences, abnormal laboratory results, and specific clinical situations such as pregnancy and splenectomy.
Despite my criticisms, I believe this book is successful in its aims as a broad overview on this subject. It collates a wealth of practical information not readily found in other texts and would be valuable reading for both surgical and anaesthetic trainees.
G. A. GUTTERIDGE

Director
Intensive Care Unit Austin Hospital, Vic, Anaesthesia and Intensil'e Care, Vo!. 17, No. 2. May, 1989 Paediatric Cardiac Anaesthesia , Carol L. Lake; Prentice Hall, Australia; P.O. Box 151, Brookvale, N.S.W. 2100; $146.50; 240 X 180; pp. 452. This book combines current knowledge in a wellbound, well-presented volume. The main authors present a wide span of information but a specialist paediatric cardiac surgeon has not been included among the contributors.
The book flows logically with history, pathophysiology followed by preoperative preparation, monitoring and extra-corporeal circulation. These chapters would have wide appeal beyond the discipline of anaesthesia.
The chapter Paediatric Anaesthesia Pharmacology is outstanding and would be of great value to all anaesthetists. The collection in later chapters of all information applicable to specific abnormalities including anatomy, surgical therapy and postoperative care is most valuable. Postoperative care in the last three chapters, including General Intensive Care, Postoperative Respiratory Function and specific Postoperative Cardiac Care, is clear and each chapter complementary to the others. The Bibliography after each chapter is complete and up to date, providing a most useful cross reference. This is an excellent book and has been needed for the discipline of anaesthesia for a long time. Some areas could justifiably be covered iri greater depth including sedation and anaesthesia for cardiac catheterisation as well as specific paediatric issues in extra-corporeal circulation.
This book has wide appeal and would grace the libraries of many departments. Early chapters would be of great use to medical students, residents and aspiring paediatricians and cardiologists, while other chapters address the specific needs of all anaesthetists, with highly specialised chapters finding their own audience from paediatric anaesthetists and paediatric cardiologists.
I would recommend this book to all those practising paediatric cardiology and anaesthesia as well as to those who wish to have an excellent reference on the broader aspects of paediatric care. It was a great pleasure to review this extensive text book on thoracic anaesthesia. The editors have made a great effort in assembling a large and distinguished number of authors and then balancing the chapters between basic physiology, pharmacology and clinical anaesthesia.
The first half of the book deals with the basic sciences in some detail using excellent illustrations and examples. Some of the chapters, however, could really have been written for a general text on anaesthesia rather than for one on thoracic anaesthesia but the content is still very worthwhile reading.
The last half of the book deals with common and not-so-common clinical problems seen in thoracic anaesthesia. Again the chapters are well written and in areas where there is some controversy concerning the management a balanced view is presented and some recommendations based on these views are made. All chapters have extensive references at the end to allow the reader to obtain further knowledge on the subject.
I highly recommend this book not only to those anaesthetists doing regular thoracic anaesthesia but to all anaesthetists and especially those sitting for postgraduate examinations. 2100; $132.50; 180 X 240; pp. 526. John J. Bonica, in his Foreword to this book, states that it 'is an excellent collection of the many modalities that may be used singularly or in combination to bring effective relief to the person suffering the acute pain of an illness or injury'.
Twenty-five contributors from a variety of disciplines have combined to produce a very readable and practical book of twenty-two chapters. A short section on physiology and psychology of pain is followed by a comprehensive review of pharmacological agents and techniques. The most comprehensive of these chapters is that on local anaesthesia, while narcotics, non-narcotic analgesics, nitrous oxide, benzodiazepines, nonparalysing muscle relaxants and ketamine are handled very adequately.
The third section deals with practical approaches to various acute pain syndromes presenting to the Emergency Department, including a review of pain control in the pre-hospital period, and an informative chapter on medical complications of narcotic analgesic abuse.
The final short section deals with manipulative therapy, transcutaneous electrical nerve stimulation, hypnosis, and placebo therapy.
The book's style, uniformity and lack of repetition are a tribute to its editors.
While much of the pharmacological section will be familiar to anaesthetists, management of the broad range of problems presenting to Emergency Departments may not be. This book has an interesting approach to a wide variety of clinical problems that occur in anaesthesia. There are nine sections devoted to the major organ systems and in each section there are a number of chapters dealing with the common anaesthetic problems of that system. There is a standard format in each chapter starting with a short presentation of a patient with a specific surgical or anaesthetic problem. This is followed by a brief summary of the medical or surgical disease and then a consideration of preoperative, intraoperative and postoperative management. A number of questions are posed in each section and are answered briefly in the following text, quoting references to support the answer.
The multiple authors are all from the anaesthetic staff of The New York Hospital-Cornell Medical Center, and thus reflect their approach to problems confronted at that institution.
The text is often written in note form which is occasionally excessively brief and thus lacks adequate explanation of the specific problem. However, this format does allow the reader to
